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SUBJECT: ROKG PUBLIC AFFAIRS TREATMENT OF FEB 26 INCIDENT 

REF: STATE 51677 

1. ACTING CHIEF POLITICAL SECTION CALLED ON AMERICAN 
BUREAU DIRECTOR YI SANG OCK MARCH 12 AND MADE POINTS 
IN REFTEL. YI READ COPY OF ROK UN MISSION MARCH 4 
RELEASE, ACKNOWLEDGED THAT RELEASE GAVE FALSE 
IMPRESSION IT WAS UNC RELEASE, BUT POINTED OT THAT 
BY-LINE MADE IT CLEAR IT WAS INDEED KOREAN PRESS 
SERVICE STORY. HE SAID HE WOULD PASS ON OUR VIEWS 
IMMEDIATELY TO FOREIGN MINISTER AND ALSO TO MND. 

2. YI ALSO ACKNOWLEDGED DESIRABILITY OF DOWN 
PLAYING INCIDENT BUT SAID ROK UN MISSION HAD FELT IT 
NECESSARY TO RESPOND TO RELEASES ON INCIDENT MADE BY 
NORTH KOREANS IN NEW YORK. EMBOFF POINTED OUT THAT 
THIS DID NOT ALTER POINTS HE HAD MADE. 
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3. YI THEN SAID THATIN RESPONSE TO EARLIER CONVERSATION 
HE HAD HAD WITH POLITICAL COUNSELOR (SEOUL 1361) 

MOFA HAD TALKED TO MND ABOUT PROBLEM OF USING TERM 
"OPERATIONAL WATERS" IN ITS PUBLIC JUSTIFICATION OF 
ACTIONS TAKEN IN FEB 26 YELLOW SEA INCIDENT. 

WITHOUT SAYING SO DIRECTLY HE STRONGLY IMPLIED MOFA 
HAD NOT MADE MUCH IMPRESSION AND HE URGED 

THAT THESE POINTS BE MADE BY UNC COMMANDERS WHO HAVE 

OPERATIONAL CONTROL 

OVER ROK FORCES. EMB OFF SAID 

THIS HAD ALREADY BEEN DONE, BUT THAT THERE SHOULD BE NO 
DOUBT LEFT ANYWHERE IN ROKG THAT WE REGARDED AREA IN 
QUESTION AS INTERNATIONAL WATERS, AND THAT WE COULD 
NOT SUPPORT ROK STATEMENT JUSTIFYING ACTIONS 
IT HAD TAKEN ON BASIS GEOGRAPHICAL CLAIMS. 

4. FOLLOWING ABOVE CONVERSATION AMBASSADOR LATER 
IN DAY WENT OVER SAME POINTS WITH FOREIGN MINISTER. 
FONMIN ACKNOWLEDGED THAT USE OF TERM OPERATIONAL 
WATERS HAS NO BASIS IN INTERNATIONAL LAW. HE PLACED 
THE BLAME SOLELY ON MND AND SAID MOFA WOULD BE ALERT 
TO PREVENT FURTHER USE OF THIS TERM. 
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